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Georgian Bay District Secondary School Principal: Hailey McLean Vice Principals:  Jane Mitchinson & Michelle Morris


Oct
 9


Oct
 10


Oct
 20


 Scheduled for October 12, 2023. Please use


the link below or QR code to access the


booking tool to make appointments with


your student's teacher. Interviews are


scheduled for 7-minute increments. 


www.schoolinterview.com.au


The booking code is: wx9rv


Parent Teacher
Interview Night


Oct
 12



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolinterview.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crmmacdonald%40scdsb.on.ca%7C1fd9b1f8d6a64c7c811708dbc0eff72c%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638315909088998335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D7pQhT%2FDUhmbxsBork%2FLi5ov5bUBBLncbuc3O7kyjdw%3D&reserved=0
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The guidance department would like to thank students and parents for


their patience while we finalized student timetables for semester 1. 


Students who are looking to make a guidance appointment are asked to


use the guidance appointment link or visit the guidance office in person. 


GBDSS
https://docs.google.com/form


s/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHPpotX2bItYc


Uh3zRWmZuIhCugsu1FDPSiI2M


U_ByCGsIFg/viewform


Post secondary
Pathways


Grade 12 potential graduates attended


an assembly to learn about post


secondary pathways.


The information from the assembly can


be found on the Grade 12 Information


Google classroom.


Students and parents are encouraged to


check out the document for upcoming


important dates.


Post secondary application workshops
Guidance staff are excited to assist with post secondary applications on the days listed.


One on one assistance is available by making a guidance appointment.


 
COLLEGE APPLICATION


WORKSHOPS
*October 11th 


Period 2 in Library
*November 16th 


Period 1 in Cafeteria


UNIVERSITY APPLICATION
WORKSHOPS
*October 11th 


Period 1 in Library
*November 16th 


Period 2 in Cafeteria


Grad fees this year are $40.00. This includes the gown, stole & cap, which is yours to keep, along with


any of the fees associated with graduation. If you already have a cap and gown, the graduation fee will


be $20.00. Please call or see the main office to have the amount changed in school cash online. You must


have a gown and cap in order to participate in graduation. 


Grad Fee - Due December 1, 2023, via School Cash Online


If you have any questions, please contact Traci St.Amant in guidance at tstamant@scdsb.on.ca  (705) 526-7817 ext. 42407.



mailto:tstamant@scdsb.on.ca
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Our staff and students had a great day celebrating comradery,


community and fun at Little Lake park. Our Bears enjoyed


activities such as beach volleyball, Staff vs. Student baseball


games, lawn games, face painting and much more! Thanks to


Mr. McEwen for taking the “cafe” on the road and putting


together a BBQ at the park for participants.


In September we hosted our first-ever


homecoming to GBDSS. It was a fun night


and a huge success.  Thank you to all staff 


and  students that made this event possible. This was great


way to kick off an exciting new year with the BEARS!


Every year our school supports the Terry Fox Foundation by holding a


Terry Fox Walk where staff and students spend the morning walking a


route through Midland to raise money for Cancer research in honor of


the late Canadian hero.  
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September 30th 2023 marks the National day for Truth and Reconciliation in Canada. Georgian Bay DSS acknowledged this


important day in our school community by inviting students and staff to participate in a variety of activities. Our school was a


sea of orange in recognition of past and present effects of the residential school system. Our school field was utilized for a


reflective walk where our Bears could take time to gather and read information helping to educate everyone on the


importance of this day. In the afternoon we held a sacred fire on the school grounds giving everyone an opportunity to reflect


and offer their thoughts and wishes in a traditional way. Thank you to all who helped with this important day. 


TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
National Day For
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GEORGIAN BAY ISLANDSGEORGIAN BAY ISLANDS
ARCHEOLOGICAL EXPEDITIONARCHEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION


In late September, eleven of our GBDSS  Indigenous students were able to


participate in a once in a lifetime hands on experience. This selection of students


were invited to Georgian Bay Island National Park to participate in a archeological


dig. Students learned about charting their finds and details of their artifacts as


well as carefully extracting with the support of professional Archaeologists.
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Flag Football (Girls Varsity) 


Cross Country Running (CoEd Varsity)


Golf (Senior Boys and Senior Girls)


Soccer (Boys Varsity)


Volleyball (Junior Boys and Senior Boys)


Basketball (Junior Girls and Senior Girls)


Jr Boys Rugby 7s


We are excited to share that our fall sports teams are up and running! Congratulations to the students who


have been chosen to represent GBDSS for the following teams:


Please refer to the scaasports.ca website to check out game dates and times. 


On WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 11th we


are inviting the school to wear


school colours, maroon, black or


grey. We will introduce all of the


teams in the cafeteria at lunch for


our first pep rally of the year.


There will be a Sr Boys soccer


game and a Sr Girls Bball game at


1pm, so listen to announcements


to hear how you can attend the


afternoon activities! 


SPORTS @ gbdss


We are also always looking to add to our Student


Athletic Council. If your student is interested in


helping out with athletic events, including score


keeping, please encourage them to sign up outside


of the Phys Ed office. Student Athletic Council


members do receive volunteer hours for their time


Boys Rugby 7s are hosting their first event during the day


on Wed October 4th. Be sure to go out on your lunch break


to support our teams.


Sr Boys volleyball will be hosting their annual tournament


on Friday Oct 6th, be sure to pop into the gym during your


break to cheer on our squad!! 
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Congratulations to these three amazing GBDSS


students! Rayann Schutt, Brie Fox and Marley Wonta


were selected as part of Team Canada Dance! With only


24 members  ages 13-16 on team Canada this is quite


the accomplishment for these young athletes. They  


travelled to Reisa Germany the last week of September


to participate in the World Tap Championship. This


event hosts 30 countries and last year team Canada


came in 6th place. This year our amazing Bears helped


bring home SECOND PLACE for team Canada with a


“Wednesday” inspired performance! Way to go!!


FROM STUDENT COUNCIL
During the first two weeks of October, student council will be holding a food
and hygiene drive to provide more resources for the Midland Guesthouse
Shelter. We will be doing a drop-off at the end of each week, so donations
will come just in time for Thanksgiving. There will be boxes in the main hall
of the school near the office for students/families to donate any non-
perishable food items and any hygiene items. Some examples of hygiene
items needed include: deodorant, shampoo, tissue paper, toothpaste, and
much more. Please consider donating, and keep in mind that house points
will also be given out for items donated in the corresponding house colour
box. To recognize World Mental Health Day, we ask all Bears to wear
GREEN shirts on Tuesday, October 10th. Our first themed spirit day is NEON
day, where you can wear your brightest outfits for house points! This will be
held on Thursday, October 19.  On October 30 we are closing out the month
with a movie screening and on October 31 encourage students to wear a
costume or black an orange to participate in a contest and earn house
points.
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Have you ever taken out an ebook or audiobook from the


GBDSS Library Learning Commons? It's easy and makes


your borrowing portable! Use the Library Catalogue or go


directly to Sora at Add a subheading to check out


something new. Not sure about how Sora works? Watch


the quick Sora Tips & Tricks video for the basics and some


special features.


 We are hosting the Midland Public Library on October 5 at


lunch to begin a Teen Library Advisory Group! Do you


want to have input into what we and the MPL offer to


you? Join our group! We want to hear from you! Sign up


to attend in the library with a Teacher-Librarian, online at


Add a subheading or scan the QR code.


Georgian Bay District Secondary School offers a breakfast, lunch and snack program to any student who needs it. This


past year we have seen a significant increase in the number of students who are accessing the program daily. Our


program is providing healthy meal options to approximately 430 students each day. It has been proven that proper


nutrition, especially during the morning hours, plays an important role in students being able to learn. 


There are several different reasons why students access the program and include riding the school bus and not


having enough time to eat breakfast, access to food, or access tp enough fresh fruit and veggies at home is limited.


The social aspects of eating breakfast with their friends provides a sense of community and inclusion. Family finances


are tight, and this program sometimes provides the only meals available in a day to some students.


Our food program aims to support students at GBDSS to be ready to learn. Participation in our school nutrition


program has positive educational outcomes including improved academic performance, reduced tardiness, and


better student behaviour. Our program has faced a few challenges this year through an increased number of students


accessing the foods, the limited funds available and the rising cost of food. The funds provided 100% go toward food


provided to the students at GBDSS. If you are interested in supporting this program please consider monetary


donations, donating individually packed food items, or donating any surplus vegetables, fruit, or other fresh food


such as eggs, bagels, cream cheese etc. Please drop anything you wish to contribute to the main office. Should you


have any further questions, please contact Traci St.Amant in the guidance office at tstamant@scdsb.on.ca or (705) 526


7817 ext. 42407.


BREAKFAST CLUB @ GBDSS



https://soraapp.com/home

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FZR8kP6HLSsg&data=05%7C01%7Crmmacdonald%40scdsb.on.ca%7Ccd21cbf2bbdb441c5fba08dbb5ea462f%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638303790015308353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pnswkwHpgaEKvUemC34S88X4u2vOT4HN7ESsMJoxX9c%3D&reserved=0

https://tinyurl.com/TAG202324

mailto:tstamant@scdsb.on.ca





Bear News
Oct  2023


YOUTH WELLNESS HUBYOUTH WELLNESS HUB
NORTH SIMCOENORTH SIMCOE







Each month we will highlight
community or school-based mental 


health supports. 


 
That schools are a common
place for students to seek


mental health related
supports? 


In fact, about 40-50% of 
children and youth seek help 


at school. 


Ask your teen if they
are aware of the


mental health
supports available at


school and offer to
investigate together. 


You can click here
for a link to 


resources or here to
check out the 


SCDSB website. 


 
SCDSB School Based Social Work
Located in Room 208 at GBDSS,
Mrs. Christina Pellarin works out
of the Zen Den and can offer a
variety of confidential mental
health related supports and
connections to resources. 


If your teen’s feelings are overwhelming,
persistent, and impacting school and


relationships, it’s important to seek
support. Please speak to any GBDSS staff
who can help refer your teen to School-


based Social Work services. It’s free,
voluntary and confidential. 


Your teen can also make a self-referral 
by emailing: 


studentwellness@scdsb.on.ca 


Even as parents, it can be hard to 
find the right words to describe
exactly how we are feeling! 


Try the FREE Emotionary App! 


 
A unique dictionary to help you put your 
feelings into words and a quick and easy 
way to expand your emotional vocabulary 


and express yourself better. 


Parent Edition #1, Mental Health Resources 


As part of the school team, Christina works to provide support and


counseling services to students to address social, emotional and mental


health concerns to support student success and well being at school.


Christina Pellarin, MSW RSW 
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Inclement Weather and Bus Cancellations
All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is posted on the Simcoe County Student


Transportation Consortium (SCSTC)’s bus information website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our


school is in the North zone. When buses are cancelled, schools remain open for student learning, unless


otherwise noted. School staff are expected to plan for such emergencies in order to transition students


who are unable to attend due to inclement weather, to their online platforms (Google Classroom and/or


SCDSBhub [Brightspace by D2L]) and continue with academic programming. It is always a family decision


whether or not it is safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe weather conditions.


The Consortium and bus operators try to make the decision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make


every effort to post announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather cancellations are effective for the


whole day and buses cancelled in the morning will not run at the end of the day. You can follow the


Consortium on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for bus cancellations and other information. You can also


subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx.


School Bus Safety Week and
Bus Driver Appreciation Day


School Bus Safety Week takes place Oct. 16 to 20, 2023. Please visit the Simcoe County Student


Transportation Consortium (SCSTC) website at main.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca for information on


school bus safety and links to school bus safety resources. Oct. 19, 2023 is School Bus Driver Appreciation


Day in the province of Ontario. It’s a great opportunity for the school community to thank our bus


drivers for all their hard work transporting students to and from school safely. subheading


Fire Safety and Prevention Week
Oct 8th to Oct 14th


This year, the 2023 Fire Prevention Week theme, ‘Cooking safety starts with YOU.


Pay attention to fire prevention™’, works to educate everyone about simple but


important actions they can take to keep themselves and those around them safe


when cooking. For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s


theme, along with a wealth of resources to help promote the campaign locally,


visit fpw.org. Information from the National Fire Protection Association website
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Please note that Friday, Oct. 20 is a PA Day for all SCDSB students. Please refer to the 2023-24 School Year Calendar on the


SCDSB website for more information: www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/school_year_calendar. Below is a


summary of the activities planned for the Oct. 20 PA Day: Length: Full day Topic: Health and Safety, Diversity, Equity and


Inclusion, and Mathematics Host: Simcoe County District School Board Presenter(s)/facilitator(s): School board staff and school


administrators and school leads


Educators will participate in a half-day Health and Safety digital learning session focused on health and safety incident


reporting and investigations with a particular emphasis on the essential aspect of workplace violence prevention. The session


will equip staff with the knowledge and tools to report incidents effectively and promptly, provide insights into the


investigative and risk mitigation process, fostering transparency and accountability, and highlight the critical role staff play in


preventing workplace injuries. Educators will learn about Somali, Latino, South Asian, and African Black Indigenous heritage.


They will collaboratively plan within grades and divisions. Through this, they will celebrate identities and create environments


that foster well-being and sense of belonging. Educators will choose learning related to the Knowledgehook digital math tool


based on their readiness. Different learning pathways have been planned for new users, those with some experience, and


those who are ready to extend their use of the math tool. All participants will learn about how to invite parents/guardians to


view their child’s progress. Additionally, educators will engage in High Impact Instructional Practices in Mathematics learning


modules that align with their school’s Achievement in Mathematics goal.


October PA Day


Supporting Your Child In Math
Are you curious about how you can support your child’s growth as a mathematician? Visit the Parents Guide to


Mathematics at www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8, where you can find a summary of the


knowledge and skills your child will be learning as they progress through the grades, information about how you can


support your child’s learning, and how the curriculum was developed.


TVO Mathify offers free 1:1 online Grade 4-12 math tutoring to SCDSB students. Connect with an Ontario Certified


Teacher of your choice. It is anonymous and secure, and can be used from a phone, tablet, or computer. Math tutors


are available from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET Monday to Friday, and 3:30 to 9 p.m. ET Sunday.


All SCDSB students from Grades 4-12 have been pre-registered for this amazing service. For quick access to TVO


Mathify:


1. Find the link in your child’s Google waffle to the SCDSBhub.


2. Look for the TVO Mathify icon on their dashboard.


Your child will not need to enter their OEN number or any identifying information when TVO Mathify is accessed


through the SCDSBhub.
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Interested in learning more about the ways that
the SCDSB supports students with special


education needs and their families? 
Join us for a virtual special education outreach series The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is hosting virtual


special education outreach sessions to assist parents/caregivers in learning more about programs, supports, and ways that


we work together to support students with special education needs. The first session, IEPs and school-based assessments –


information for parents/caregivers, will be held on Oct. 24 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. This virtual presentation will include an


opportunity for participants to share some of their questions regarding IEPs and special education programming.


Participants are asked to register in advance. Information to access the sessions will be shared via email with


individuals who have pre-registered. Learn more about upcoming sessions and how to register on the SCDSB


website: www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions.


There are many benefits to walking or


wheeling to school. Walking or wheeling to


school reduces traffic, helps students establish


healthy lifestyles, is better for the


environment and enhances community safety.


Wherever possible, we encourage students


within walking zones to get on the move and


walk or wheel to school. For more information


please visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health


Unit website here: bit.ly/3OC4CJ9


Grade 1 French Immersion 
Information Session


The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) offers French Immersion


(FI) at select schools throughout Simcoe County beginning in Grade 1. The


goal of the FI program is to enable students to communicate in French


with a high level of proficiency, enabling them to function with ease in


both English and French.


Information sessions for families who are considering entry into Grade 1 FI


for the 2024-25 school year will take place at local elementary schools,


and online applications will open in December 2023.


Entry into the FI program will be determined through a digitally


randomized lottery system. A link to access the Grade 1 FI online


application form will be available on the SCDSB website starting at 9 a.m.


on Friday, Dec. 1 until 4 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 15. For more information


regarding French Immersion, visit www.scdsb.on.ca, then select


‘elementary’, and ‘French as a Second Language’.


Get On The Move
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Mental health and well-being continues to be a key strategic priority within the SCDSB. We are pleased to continue our


partnership with the Centre for Family Initiatives at Pine River Institute (CFI@PRI) to provide several curated learning


sessions focused on student mental health and well-being to SCDSB families, staff and within the SCDSB’s broader school


communities. There are eight webinars in the learning series specifically planned for parents/guardians and other


caregivers during this school year.


Oct. 26, 2023 Understanding and managing screen time, part one - gaming edition


Nov. 9, 2023 Understanding and managing screen time, part two - social media edition


Nov. 30, 2023 Helping parents align


Jan. 11, 2024 Sleep hygiene


Feb. 8, 2024 Self regulation for kids Feb. 22, 2024 Self regulation for teens March 28, 2024 Building parents' resiliency April


18, 2024 Vaping, weed, and alcohol


We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join us for these learning opportunities. For more information and to


register, please visit the SCDSB website: https://bit.ly/3jGaC74.


Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and outdoor leadership experience for youth aged 13 to 19 struggling with


addictive behaviours and often other mental health issues. Combining therapy with a fully-accredited education program,


PRI reinforces the healthy life skills required for a successful future. CFI@PRI extends PRI’s knowledge, experience and


evidence-informed treatment approach to families and care providers in the community to support youth mental wellness


and prevent the need for more intensive interventions. Learn more about PRI by visiting their website at


www.pineriverinstitute.com.


Join us! A learning series for parents/guardians
with Pine River Institute


Parents’ Guide to Assessment,
Evaluation and Reporting


Learn to navigate the world of assessment, evaluation, and reporting with this new guide


for parents/guardians. Created to support parents/guardians understanding of assessment,


this guide was designed to effectively empower you to actively engage in your child's


educational journey. The guide has been posted to the Simcoe County District School Board’s


website and can be accessed via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2urcm2tm.






